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Purpose
Enhancement of line personnel safety by requiring the use of SCBA during specific emergency operations and training exercises.

Objectives
The intent of the SCBA policy is to avoid any respiratory contact with products of combustion, superheated gases, toxic products or other hazardous contaminants.

Responsibility
All personnel expected to respond and function in areas of atmospheric contamination, shall be equipped with (SCBA), and trained in its proper use and maintenance.

Procedures
1.
The Noblesville Fire Department shall provide a SCBA mask, regulator, voice amplifier, and harness with tank to each interior qualified firefighter. Equipment is positioned on Fire Department apparatus. Each firefighter will be responsible for the proper use and function of the equipment.

2.
SCBA shall be “used” by all personnel operating:

a.
Inside of structures that have/ or are experiencing a fire.  The SCBA shall be worn during all phases of the operation up to and including; Suppression, Overhaul, and the investigation (with exceptions as noted in section c).

b.
Outside of structures that have experienced a fire.  The SCBA shall be worn when outside of the structure if the firefighter is in close proximity to or breathing/smelling smoke or burnt material from the structure.
c.
Fire investigation personnel will occasionally enter a fire structure before overhaul for various investigative functions.  During these times the investigator shall wear an SCBA.  Once overhaul is completed and the scene is relinquished to the investigation team, every effort will be made to wear an SCBA when practical.  It is understood that some investigative functions require unobstructed vision.  The decision of when and what type of respiratory protection will be worn for investigations ultimately rests with the lead investigator by permission of the Fire Chief.
d.
Above an active fire area.

e.
In an atmosphere which is oxygen deficient.

f.
Vehicle fires and dumpster fires.

g.
02 levels must be between 20% and 23%

h.
LEL levels must be below 10%


The use of full turn out gear is required during all fireground and rescue operations. This includes coat, bunker pants, nomex hood, boots, gloves, helmet and goggles or appropriate approved eye protection, or SCBA when required. This does not include water rescue, confined space, hazmat, or EMS. In these incidents follow their respective SOP’s.

